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Belgium 
 

 
Iphofen, 16 July 2014 

 
 
RE: Invest or divest; let me know what you want me to do 
 
 
Dear Mr Laitenberger, 
 
I understand that in the coming days you will be discussing the upcoming Commission 
Communication on Energy Efficiency within the context of the 2030 Climate and Energy 
Package. 
 
I understand that in front of you is a decision: either to be ambitious and follow the lead of the 
European Parliament in the direction of a 40% energy efficiency target for Europe, or to shy 
away from ambition and head towards 30% or lower. 
 
Whatever you decide, it is important to realise that your decision will have a fundamental 
impact on businesses like mine; 35% and higher will be a strong signal to the energy 
efficiency industry to invest further in Europe, 30% and lower will drive our decision making in 
the opposite direction.  
 
Whether for good or bad, we look to the regulatory context in Europe as the main driver for 
future market development. And therefore, unlike other world regions where different factors 
are at play, in Europe your decisions will make or break whether we have the most vibrant 
and globally successful energy efficiency industries or not. 
 
As you look at this dossier and decide which direction is best, the impact on energy efficiency 
industries is clearly not the only factor influencing your decision, but as you consider your 
position I would ask you to consider the following: 
 

 We understand from all experts that the modelling being used to determine energy 
system costs and therefore what is cost effective, has been far from perfect.  In fact, 
there is no perfect modelling approach and therefore being guided by modelling alone 
has substantial risks. 

 

 Energy system costs are clearly an important part of the analysis but the European 
energy system is part of society and not outside society. The Commission’s own 
Impact Assessment shows that the higher the energy efficiency target, the greater the 
benefits to European society in terms of job creation, industrial productivity and 
reduced fossil fuel imports. Not fully taking these benefits into account would be 
ludicrous. Ignoring them would be wrong.  
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 Energy security today is not what it was six months ago when the initial 2030 Climate 
and Energy package was published. An ambitious energy efficiency target of 35% 
doubles the energy security impact of your package according to the Commission’s 
own analysis. Having had three factories two days from closure during the last 
Ukrainian energy crisis, it is evident that we need to do all that we can to reduce risk. 
Small increases in energy system costs would be nothing against the economic 
disaster of closing factories and stopping production across Europe.  

 

 Climate change may not be the driver it once was for EU policy making but we should 
not forget that international climate scientists in a letter to President Barroso recently 
warned that a 40% target would only give us a 50% chance of preventing dangerous 
climate change. If through ambition on energy efficiency we can secure more 
reductions whilst driving economic growth, job creation and massive energy security 
gains, it would be bemusing to the outside world if the European Commission were 
not to be ambitious and look to adopt a binding target of 35% or over. 

 
I realise that such decisions are complex and involve weighing up a number of different costs 
and benefits. However, for once it seems that there are only benefits to go for ambition. So 
for Europe and for the future of European industry I ask that you be bold and make it clear 
that you want us to continue to invest in Europe and not look elsewhere for our growth. 
 
 
Regards, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tony Robson 
Group CEO, Knauf Insulation  
 
 
CC:  
 
Mr Jean-Claude Juncker, Incoming President of the European Commission (2014 – 2019) 
Mr Günther Oettinger , European Commissioner for Energy 
Ms Catherine Day, Secretary General of the European Commission 
  


